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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 4, 2026 

9:30a.m. 
 

Welcome to worship at Oak Knoll! 

 † Congregation please stand as able 
 

Before the service begins, we invite you to use this time of silence for  
individual prayer and reflection.  

 

      By attending in-person worship you are consenting to being part of the  
livestream broadcast. 

 
At Oak Knoll we welcome and encourage children in worship. We have a pray-ground 
up front and welcome children and parents to use this space to participate in worship 

together. We also have a play area in Fellowship Hall where you can hear the service if 
your child needs a break from the sanctuary worship space.    

 

 

 

PRELUDE TO WORSHIP Be Not Afraid, arr. Marianne Kim 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

 

 

 
(over) 

Oak Knoll’s Mission: 
Growing the Fruits of God’s Kingdom 

Galatians 5:22-23 
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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  Lord Be Glorified - Michael Hellman, Oak Knoll Bell Choir,  
Beth Key-conductor 

  
 
 
 

† CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing 
upon the earth.    

C Amen.    

P Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.   
 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 

P Compassionate God,  

C we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 

own hearts.   
 

Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.  

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.   
 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.   
 

Turn our hearts back to you.  Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.   
 

Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

P Hear this good news:  We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  Receive 
freely this healing gift of grace.    

C Amen.  
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† OPENING HYMN  Crashing Waters at Creation                 Red Hymnal 455 
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† GREETING 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C   And also with you. 

 

† KYRIE from Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen 
 

 
Kyrie (from the Greek for “Lord have mercy”) was originally a shout of praise directed towards God.   

It is meant to be a joyful cry of “The Lord is merciful!” rather than a plea for mercy. 
 

 
Cantor:   In peace, in peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

     ALL:

  

 

 
Cantor:  For the reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, 
  for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

     ALL: 

 

 
Cantor:  
  For your people here who have come to give you praise,  
  for the strength to live your word, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 

     ALL: 

 

 

 
    

  Cantor:  Help, save and defend us, O God.  
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 HYMN OF PRAISE  Now the Feast and Celebration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

† PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  The Lord be with you. C  And also with you.  

P  Let us pray together. 

C  God of salvation, you led the Israelites through the Sea.  Rescue us too, from 

all that threatens our lives and livelihoods, and lead us to forever place our trust 

in you.  We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S SERMON             Pastor Michele Abbott 
 

Sunday School Time:  After the Children’s Sermon, all children (ages 3-5th grade) are invit-
ed to join leaders in the Sunday school room for a special kids’ lesson. Children are also 
more than welcome to remain in worship with their families. Sunday school children will 
return to service following the offering.   

 
 

PREACHING TEXT               Exodus 14:5-7, 10-18, 21-29 

 

  5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, the minds of Pharaoh 

and his officials were changed toward the people, and they said, “What have we done, 

letting Israel leave our service?” 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army 

with him; 7 he took six hundred elite chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with 

officers over all of them.  

...  

  10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 

advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. 11 They said to 

Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away 

to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is this 

not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone so that we can serve the Egyp-

tians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.” 13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 

deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today, for the Egyptians whom you 

see today you shall never see again. 14 The Lord will fight for you, and you have only 

to keep still.”    15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 

Israelites to go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the 

sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will 

harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them, and so I will gain 

glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. 18 

Then the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself 

over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”  

… 

 

Scripture continued on page 7 
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  21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by 

a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, and the waters were divid-

ed. 22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them 

on their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went into the sea after 

them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the 

Lord, in the pillar of fire and cloud, looked down on the Egyptian army and threw the 

Egyptian army into a panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 

difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for 

them against Egypt.”  26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the 

sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and 

chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 

returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyp-

tians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot driv-

ers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 

remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters form-

ing a wall for them on their right and on their left.  

 

P The Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON                             Pastor Michele Abbott 
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† HYMN OF THE DAY     Be Not Afraid         Gather 608 
continued on next page 
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Be Not Afraid - 
continued 
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† APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen.         

 
Apostle’s Creed:  The word Creed comes from the Latin term credo, meaning, “I  
believe.”  The Apostles’ Creed was not written by the first apostles, but was based on 
their teachings.  It’s origins go back before 200 A.D.  The Apostles' Creed was used 1) 
to instruct new members, 2) to create community among Christians by defining the  
content of the faith, and 3) to draw the line between accepted and rejected  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

In the first letter 

of Peter, the 

church is de-

scribed as the 

priesthood of all 

believers. The 

work of the 

priesthood is to 

mediate be-

tween God and 

people.  Prayer 

is part of that 

work; in our 

prayer we invite 

God to work in 

the world and in 

the lives of  

people.  

 

Sharing of the 

Peace is a visi-

ble, concrete 

way we reach 

out to the mem-

bers of God’s 

family around 

us.  We show 

our willingness 

to be agents of 

God’s love and 

peace in the 

world in which 

we live.  The 

opening words 

are from  

Galatians 3:28. 



 

11 

† THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

P  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence.      After each petition: 
 

P  We pray to you, 

C        All Creation Sings 1078, stanza 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

† SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P  The Peace of the Lord be with you all.     And also with you. 

 

 
 

 



 

12 

OFFERING                          Thank you for supporting our ministry together. 
 

     Please pass the offering plate to those sitting next to you.  
 

Red Sea Road, by Ellie Holcomb, John Burman-soloist 
 

We buried dreams, laid them deep into the earth behind us 
Said our goodbyes at the grave but everything reminds us 

God knows we ache when He asks us to go on 
How do we go on? 

 
(refrain) We will sing, to our souls 

We won't bury our hope 
Where He leads us to go 
There's a red sea road 

When we can't, see the way 
He will part the waves 

And we'll never walk alone 
Down a red sea road 

 
How can we trust when You say You will deliver us from 

All of this pain that threatens to take over us 
Well this desert's dry, but the ocean may consume 

And we're scared, to follow You (refrain) 
 

Oh help us believe 
You are faithful, You're faithful 
When our hearts are breaking 
You are faithful, You're faithful 

Oh grant us eyes to see 
You are faithful, You're faithful 

Teach us to sing 
You are faithful, You're faithful, You're faithful (refrain)  

 
Sometimes the Offering is viewed as a break in the service, a chance for 

the congregation to do some “fundraising”.  Actually, the offering is an act 

of worship.  As we give our offering, we symbolically give ourselves to 

God.  Our money is our servanthood in spendable pieces. 

 

You can go directly to Oak Knoll’s Online Giving  page  through  
www.oklutheran.org/give and click on the ‘Give’ button on the top right of the page. 

http://www.oklutheran.org/give
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† OFFERTORY RESPONSE   Praise and Thanksgiving       Red Hymnal 689, stanza 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P  Let us pray together.   

C  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.  All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.  Use our gifts, our 

abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 

always.  Amen.   
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GOD COMES TO US IN THE MEAL 

 

† HOLY COMMUNION 

P  The Lord be with you. C   And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts. C   We lift them to the Lord. 

P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

† WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

† THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P Christ invites you to this table.  All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 
 
 

Jesus invites all to come forward to receive his gift of forgiveness and grace.  

 
Today we will celebrate continuous communion.  The communion servers will give you 
the consecrated communion elements.  After drinking the wine/juice you can place the 
small cup in the basket.    
 
If you desire juice instead of wine or gluten-friendly wafers, please indicate to the server 
by raising your index finger. They will extend the plate to you--the gluten free wafers 
are located in the center dish--and you are invited to take one yourself.  
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DISTRIBUTION   Please join in singing Lamb of God and distribution hymns: 
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Simple Gifts, by Kathleen Wissinger, Oak Knoll Bell Choir, Beth Key-conductor 
 
 
Precious Lord Take My Hand                      Red Hymnal 773 
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† POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER  

P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.    

C  Amen. 

P   Let us pray together: 

C   Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life.  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of 

Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen 

 

 

 

GOD SENDS US OUT TO SERVE 

 

† BENEDICTION 
 

P The Lord blesses you and keeps you.  The Lord's face shines on you and is gracious 
to you.  The Lord lifts up his countenance upon you, and gives you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This was the blessing Moses' brother, Aaron, gave to the Hebrew people 
after they crossed the Red Sea, during their time in the Wilderness. 
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† SENDING HYM 

 
Guide Me Ever, 
Great Redeemer 
 
Red Hymnal 618 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† DISMISSAL 
 

P  Go out in joy.  Be led forth in peace.   C  Thanks be to God.   

 

POSTLUDE  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah, arr. Carol Tornquist 
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Fall New Member Class 
You are invited to come and learn about Oak Knoll and our ministry at this year’s new 

member session Sunday, November 8th from 10:45-11:45am.  Pastor Jay will tell 
you about the Oak Knoll faith community, our faith practices, and our shared vision as 
followers of Jesus.   
 
We will welcome new members to Oak Knoll on Sunday, November 15h at our 9:30am 
worship service. 
 
If you'd like to be included in the New Member Class, please RSVP  
churchoffice@oklutheran.org.  You can also email or call with any questions. 

 

 

Midweek Mix—Thursday, October 15, 2026; 10:00-noon 
Enjoy a concert like never before with the unique sounds of 
the oboe and bass together.  This married couple’s duet,  

OboeBass! (Carrie Vecchione & Rolf Erdahl) approach to 
programming is to draw audiences into a musical journey.  Their repertoire is virtuosic 
and demanding, yet accessible, with folksong, jazz, tango, and literary inspirations.  

 
Join us for treats and social time starting at 10:00am followed by the presentation at 
11:00am.  RSVP at the Welcome Desk or by calling the Church Office. The registration 
cost of $5 may be paid in person at the event or online at oklutheran.org/give.  All are  
welcome! 

 

 

From Luther’s Legacy to Germany’s Cultural Treasures- 

An Inspiring Journey of Faith and Discovery 
 
Join Pastor Jay and other members of Oak Knoll as we explore Germany’s rich history 
from the Reformation to music, from Luther to Bonhoeffer, Bach, and Guttenberg, with 
tour stops in Berlin, Mainz, Worms, Leipzig, Wittenberg, and Frankfurt. 
 

Dates of travel from MSP Airport: April 08 – 18, 2027 Cost is: $5,390.00 
  
The itinerary and all other information about the trip can be found here:  

https://tinyurl.com/y5vs8xuy    Please contact Pastor Jay with any questions. 

 

mailto:churchoffice@oklutheran.org
https://www.oklutheran.org/give
https://tinyurl.com/y5vs8xuy
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Sandwich Ministry is our Ministry Partner for October:  The 
Sandwich Ministry was founded to support the “363 Project” in feed-
ing those experiencing homelessness throughout the entire year. 
We purchase supplies and gather our congregation to prepare 250 
sandwiches, (most of which are never frozen) on one Sunday each 
month. 
 

The sandwiches are donated to local shelters or our ministry partners, including Our 
Saviour’s, the 363 Project, and the Salvation Army.  Oak Knoll purchases the bread, 
meat, cheese, and sandwich bags for around $300 each month.   
 
Please consider supporting this valued ministry partner either financially or by volun-
teering to prepare sandwiches. Thank you for your support! 
 

Save the Date - Trunk or Treat, October 28th 
Join us for Trunk or Treating, games for children, and a FREE 
taco meal with vegetarian and gluten friendly options on 
Wednesday, October 28.  Food will be served from 6-7pm 
and Trunk or Treating will start at 6:45pm.  Costumes are en-
couraged!  Please sign up to serve at the meal or hand out 
candy from your car at oklutheran.org/volunteer or at the Wel-
come Desk. 

  
You can also support this event at oklutheran.org/give. Your sponsorship funds will help 
us pay for food, drinks, activities, and outreach for this fun event. Please consider do-

nating what you can or sponsoring five meals for $35. We have a goal to raise $2,000 

for this event.  
 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
There are plenty of Sunday’s open to sponsor Sunday morning coffee and treats. The 
cost for coffee is $50 for one slot up to $150 for all three slots. You can sign up online 
at oklutheran.org/sponsor or at the welcome desk. You can pay online or by check.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity in supporting Oak Knoll Lutheran Church! 
 

• Upcoming available coffee dates:  October 18th & 25th, November 1st & 8th, 15th 
December 13th, 20th & 27th. 

 

Sign up for Serving and Sponsorship 
There are many opportunities to serve or provide sponsorship here at 
Oak Knoll -- this includes both ongoing and one-time activities. Check out 
oklutheran.org/volunteer and oklutheran.org/sponsor to learn more about 
ways to share your gifts and enrich our community.  

 

 

 
 

https://www.oklutheran.org/connect/volunteer
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z6GM/campaign/C-12QMD
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D49A5A92FA2FC1-coffee#/
http://oklutheran.org/volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D49A5A92FA2FC1-coffee#/
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Today, Sunday, October 4, 2026  

     Worship & Sunday School 9:30 AM 

     Coffee & Fellowship 10:30 AM 

Monday, October 5  

     Pew Sisters  9:30 AM 

     Bible History Class 7:00 PM 

Tuesday, October 6  

Wednesday, October 7  

     Quilters 9:00 AM 

     Staff Worship Planning 11:30 AM 

     Confirmation  6:00 PM 

     Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM 

Thursday, October 8  

     Men’s Breakfast - Perkins on HWY 7 8:00 AM 

     Bulletin Folders 9:30 AM 

     Retirement for Bishop Assistant John Hulden 4:00 PM 

     Heavenly Burritos - Volunteers Welcome 6:00 PM 

Friday, October 9  

Saturday, October 10  

Sunday, October 11 - Generosity Sunday  

     Worship & Sunday School 9:30 AM 

     Coffee & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
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Oak Knoll Online Giving  
You can go directly to Oak Knoll’s Online Giving  page  through  
www.oklutheran.org/give and click on the ‘Give’ button on the top right of 
the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor:  John Burman 
Reader:  Kim Hakensen 

Prayer Leader:  Kim Hakensen 

Communion Servers:  Kim & David Hakensen 

Ushers:  Gwen Lukis, Suzanne Burman 

Counters:  Fred Moore 

Coffee & Donut Sponsor:  Joe & Sara Wandrei ~ In honor of Lily & Charlott’s baptism  

Communion set up/clean up:  Pam Thompson 

Communion Bread:  Pam Thompson 
 

    Oak Knoll Lutheran Church 
                          600 Hopkins Crossroad 

Minnetonka, MN  55305-1486 
(952) 546-5433 

churchoffice@oklutheran.org 
www.oklutheran.org 

PASTORAL STAFF    
Jay Rudi, Senior Pastor 
Michele Abbott, Pastor  
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Bonnie Johnson, Finance Manager 
Karla Stokke, Office Administrator 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Matt Cerar, Music Director 
Parker Degerness, Music Minister 
Christina Black, Director of Children, Youth & Family 
Stephen Murray, Streaming Director  
 

PRESCHOOL  Kathryn Glorvick, Director 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS Ezra Black, Ivy Black,  
 Sonja Leppa, River Vickerman 
 

MINISTERS  All members & guests of Oak Knoll 

 

http://www.oklutheran.org/give

