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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 30, 2026 

9:30a.m. 
 

Welcome to worship at Oak Knoll! 

 † Congregation please stand as able 
 

Before the service begins, we invite you to use this time of silence for  
individual prayer and reflection.  

 

      By attending in-person worship you are consenting to being part of the  
livestream broadcast. 

 
At Oak Knoll we welcome and encourage children in worship. We have a pray-ground 
up front and welcome children and parents to use this space to participate in worship 

together. We also have a play area in Fellowship Hall where you can hear the service if 
your child needs a break from the sanctuary worship space.    

 

 

 

PRELUDE TO WORSHIP  

 
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow, arr. Lorie Line 

 
 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   

 

 

 

 
(over) 

Oak Knoll’s Mission: 
Growing the Fruits of God’s Kingdom 

Galatians 5:22-23 
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GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  O Waly, Waly, arr. Catherine McMichael,  
Sylvi and Sonja Leppa, Violin 

 
 

 
 
 

 

† CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.   

C Amen.    

P Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

 Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Compassionate God,  

C we confess to you all our sins.  Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free  

ourselves.  In your mercy, call us back to you.  Your yoke is easy and your  

burden is light.  Restore us to dwell in your peace.  In Christ’s name we pray.  

Amen. 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.”  In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins 

are forgiven.  Rest in God’s love. C Amen.  
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† OPENING HYMN Son of God, Eternal Savior           Red Hymnal 655, stanzas 1, 2 
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† GREETING 
 

P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C   And also with you. 

 

† KYRIE from All Creation Sings setting 11 
 
 

Kyrie (from the Greek for “Lord have mercy”) was originally a shout of praise directed towards God.   
It is meant to be a joyful cry of “The Lord is merciful!” rather than a plea for mercy. 

 
 

Today’s liturgy comes from the new ELW hymnal supplement All Creation Sings. 
 
 
Cantor:   O Lord, have mercy upon us.  Christ, have mercy.   
 
 

     ALL:

  

 

 
 
      
 
Cantor:  Have mercy, O Lord.   

  

 

     ALL: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

5 

 HYMN OF PRAISE  Glory to God 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P  The Lord be with you. C  And also with you.  

P  Let us pray together. 

C  O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world.  Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, 

and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.  Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S SERMON                 Vicar Chantal Branker 
 

PREACHING TEXT          Matthew 16:21-28 

 

  
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed 

and on the third day be raised. 
22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 

“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 
23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.” 

  
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves 

and take up their cross and follow me. 
25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

  
27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. 
28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”           

      

P The Word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON                               Vicar Chantal Branker 
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† HYMN OF THE DAY     Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song      Red Hymnal 808 
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† THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

P  God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence.      After each petition: 
 

P  We pray to you, 

C           Red Hymnal 752 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

† SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P  The Peace of the Lord be with you all.     And also with you. 
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OFFERING                          Thank you for supporting our ministry together. 
 

     Please pass the offering plate to those sitting next to you.  
 
 

I Surrender All / Just As I Am, arr. David Ritter, Silvi, and Sonja Leppa, Violin 
 
 
 

 

Sometimes the Offering is viewed as a break in the service, a chance for 

the congregation to do some “fundraising”.  Actually, the offering is an act 

of worship.  As we give our offering, we symbolically give ourselves to 

God.  Our money is our servanthood in spendable pieces. 

 

You can go directly to Oak Knoll’s Online Giving  page  through  
www.oklutheran.org/give and click on the ‘Give’ button on the top right of the page. 

http://www.oklutheran.org/give
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† OFFERTORY RESPONSE    Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful       Red Hymnal 184 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P  Let us pray together.   

C  Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.  Help us share your 

love freely so that all creation can taste your abundance.  We ask this in the 

name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.  Amen.   
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GOD COMES TO US IN THE MEAL 

 

† HOLY COMMUNION 

P  The Lord be with you. C   And also with you. 

P   Lift up your hearts. C   We lift them to the Lord. 

P   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C   It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

† WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

† THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P Come, share in the feast!  
 
 

Jesus invites all to come forward to receive his gift of forgiveness and grace.  

 
Today we will celebrate continuous communion.  The communion servers will give you 
the consecrated communion elements.  After drinking the wine/juice you can place the 
small cup in the basket.    
 
If you desire juice instead of wine or gluten-friendly wafers, please indicate to the server 
by raising your index finger. They will extend the plate to you--the gluten free wafers 
are located in the center dish--and you are invited to take one yourself.  
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DISTRIBUTION   Please join in singing Lamb of God and distribution hymns: 
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Faith Begins By Letting Go           All Creation Sings 1004 
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Bind Us Together                                                  With One Voice 748 
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For the Beauty of the Earth           Red Hymnal 879 
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† POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER  

P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.   C  Amen. 

P   Let us pray together: 

C   Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 

with the abundance of your love.  Strengthen us through this holy meal, to share 

your love freely.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing 

us now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF AN INTERNSHIP  

FOR CHANTAL BRANKER 
  

 

Address:  Sandy Haapala, Chair of the Vicar Committee 
  

P People of God, members and friends of Oak Knoll Lutheran Church, do you release 
Chantal from service as your Vicar? 

C We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together.   

 

 

 

GOD SENDS US OUT TO SERVE 

 

† BENEDICTION 
 

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and  

always.   C Amen. 
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† SENDING HYMN    
 
Canticle of the  
Turning 
 
Red Hymnal 723, 
stanzas 1, 3, 4 
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† DISMISSAL 
 

P  Go, share the good news!  C  Thanks be to God.   

 

POSTLUDE  Canticle of the Turning, arr. Mark Hayes 

 
 

 

Chantal Farwell and Thank You! 

Vicar Chantal Branker concludes her internship with us today, Sunday, August 30th. 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall as we celebrate her ministry with us after worship with 

a reception.  

 

She has been a great blessing at Oak Knoll, and we are excited for the ministry she will 

share as a chaplain! 

 

Choir Rehearsal began August 26, 2026 

Choir practice started on Wednesday, August 26th.  The choir will make their sea-
son debut at our September 13th service. Mark your calendars!  Please contact  
Parker Degerness at parker.degerness@oklutheran.org for any questions.   
 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks – September 13, 2026 
As we enter the start of a new school year, children and youth of all ages are invited to 
join us for a special Blessing of the Backpacks during worship on September 13th.  

 

 

It’s Time to Register for Sunday School & Confirmation! 
Confirmation kicks of Wednesday, September 9, and Sunday school starts during  
worship on September 13. If you haven’t registered, please do so ASAP so we can plan 
accordingly. We are looking forward to a great year of faith formation. Reach out to 
Christina Black if you have any questions at christina.black@oklutheran.org. 
 

Sunday School Registration  Confirmation Registration  

mailto:parker.degerness@oklutheran.org
mailto:christina.black@oklutheran.org
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God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday, September 13, 2026  
Join us for a morning of hands-on service projects following Sunday worship.  Projects 
will include: Sandwich making, Burrito making, assembling Birthday Bags for ICA,  
Hygiene Kits for LSS, youth in foster care, and snack bags for Our Saviour’s Housing,  
transitional housing for those who are experiencing homelessness.  We will be collect-

ing item donations for our service projects now through September 6th.  Please bring 
your donations to the appropriate bin in the Narthex. 
 

ICA BIRTHDAY BAGS 
We will assemble birthday bags to donate to ICA Food Shelf. These bags will go to 
families in need who are celebrating a birthday. Items needed are: 
• Cake mix 
• Frosting 
• Plates 
• Napkins 
• Candles 
• Large birthday gift bags 
 

LSS HYGIENE KITS 
We will also assemble hygiene kits to donate to LSS for youth in foster care. Items 
needed are: 
• Reusable tote bag or shower caddy 
• Deodorant 
• Full-sized shampoo 
• Full-sized conditioner 
• Toothbrush 
• Full-sized toothpaste 
• Full-sized body wash 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! Fall Fest - September 20, 2026 
Celebrating 30 years of ministry at 600 Hopkins Crossroad, all are welcome!  Following 
the Sunday service, we will celebrate outside with Heavenly Burritos, rootbeer floats, a 
photo booth and more!!    
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Pew Sisters staring Monday, September 14, 2026 
Pew Sisters is lay-led group open to all the women of Oak Knoll (you don’t need to be 

an OK member to join). Pew Sisters meet on Monday mornings from 9:30-11 in the 
Rose Room using both book and bible studies during the year. The group opens each 
week with a time of sharing and community building, then moves into the study.  
 
Our first study this year will be on the Gospel of Matthew.  Of the four gospels, Mat-
thew is more focused on Jesus’ Jewishness and on the struggle of living under an op-
pressive empire. This study may also help to discover the more human side of Jesus, 
including his struggles and the ways he was challenged, confronted, and even 
changed through his encounters with others. 
 
If you are interested in joining this group, please let the Church Office know 

(churchoffice@oklutheran.org). This year’s program will begin on Monday, September 

14. The cost of the book will be $14. 

 

Curious Readers 
Curious Readers is an online group that studies different theological books throughout 
the year. We choose books that are accessible and thought-provoking. Each week we 
read a section of the book and then questions are posted to our email group. Over the 
course of the week, people answer some or all of the questions, and group discussion 
ensues. This group will begin for the season in late September. 
 
Our first book this year will be Richard Rohr’s book, The Divine Dance. The central 
question of the book is, how might a better understanding of the Trinity transform our 
relationship with God? It is a beautiful, thoughtful, exciting read that is sure to spark 
interesting conversation – and hopefully a deeper faith. 
 
If you are interested in joining Curious Readers, please let Pastor Michele know 
(pastor.michele@oklutheran.org). The book is widely available. 

 

 

Landscaping Help Needed 
Help keep Oak Knoll looking beautiful and welcoming by volunteering as a landscape 
helper! This is a great opportunity for those who love to be outdoors or anyone looking 
for summer service hours. Time will be spent weeding the church exterior and Memori-
al Garden. Serve for as many or few hours as you would like!  If you’re interested in 
serving in this way, please contact the church office at 952.546.5433 or  
churchoffice@oklutheran.org  
 

mailto:churchoffice@oklutheran.org
mailto:pastor.michele@oklutheran.org
mailto:churchoffice@oklutheran.org
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Fall New Member Class 
You are invited to come and learn about Oak Knoll and our ministry at this year’s new 

member session Sunday, November 8th from 10:45-11:45am.  Pastor Jay will tell 
you about the Oak Knoll faith community, our faith practices, and our shared vision as 
followers of Jesus.   
 
We will welcome new members to Oak Knoll on Sunday, November 15h at our 9:30am 
worship service. 
 
If you'd like to be included in the New Member Class, please RSVP  
churchoffice@oklutheran.org.  You can also email or call with any questions. 

 
 
 

From Luther’s Legacy to Germany’s Cultural Treasures- 

An Inspiring Journey of Faith and Discovery 
 
Join Pastor Jay and other members of Oak Knoll as we explore Germany’s rich history 
from the Reformation to music, from Luther to Bonhoeffer, Bach, and Guttenberg, with 
tour stops in Berlin, Mainz, Worms, Leipzig, Wittenberg, and Frankfurt. 
 

Dates of travel from MSP Airport: April 08 – 18, 2027 
 

Cost is: $5,390.00 
  
The itinerary and all other information about the trip can be found here:  

https://tinyurl.com/y5vs8xuy     

  
Please contact Pastor Jay with any questions. 

mailto:churchoffice@oklutheran.org
https://tinyurl.com/y5vs8xuy
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Global Refuge is our Ministry Partner for August:   
Minnesota has a long and proud tradition of helping refugees find safety 
and establish new lives in our community, dating back to World War II. 
Today refugees come from many parts of the world, including Ukraine, 
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Iraq, and Somalia. These refugees have es-
caped war, religious persecution and violence in their homes. 
 

Global Refuge works to help refugees get established. They assist with securing hous-
ing, finding employment, enrolling in school and English classes, connecting to medical 
care and orienting them to their community. They work through local community pro-
grams like Camino a Casa, a program that provides youth in Guatemala with support 
for successful integration, and the Circle of Welcome through LSS which offers commu-
nity support and co-sponsorship of refugee families. 
 

Your donations to this ministry partner help fund these services for refugees. Learn 
more about Global Refuge at:    
https://www.globalrefuge.org/get-involved/circleofwelcome/ 

 

 

Sign up for Serving and Sponsorship 
There are many opportunities to serve or provide sponsorship here at Oak Knoll -- this 
includes both ongoing and one-time activities. Check out oklutheran.org/volunteer and 
oklutheran.org/sponsor to learn more about ways to share your gifts and enrich our 
community.  

 

 

Sponsorship Opportunities 
There are plenty of Sunday’s open to sponsor Sunday morning coffee 
and treats. The cost for coffee is $50 for one slot up to $150 for all three 
slots. You can sign up online at oklutheran.org/sponsor or at the wel-
come desk. You can pay online or by check.  Thank you in advance for 
your generosity in supporting Oak Knoll Lutheran Church! 
 

• Upcoming available coffee dates:  September 6th, 13th, 20th, October 11th, 18th & 
25th, November 1st, 8th, 15th, December 13th, 20th & 27th. 

 

 

https://www.globalrefuge.org/get-involved/circleofwelcome/
http://oklutheran.org/volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D49A5A92FA2FC1-coffee#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D49A5A92FA2FC1-coffee#/
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Today, Sunday, August 30, 2026  

     Worship  9:30 AM 

     Coffee & Fellowship - Thanksgiving for Vicar Chantal 10:30 AM 

Monday, August 31  

Tuesday, September 1, 2026  

     The Gathering Lead Meeting 10:00 AM 

     Generosity Team Meeting 12:30 PM 

Wednesday, September 2  

     Quilters 9:00 AM 

     Staff  Meeting 11:00 AM 

     Choir Rehearsal 7:00 PM 

Thursday, September 3  

     The Gathering 10:00 AM 

Friday, September 4  

     Bulletin Folders 9:30 AM 

Saturday, September 5  

Sunday, September 6  

     Worship 9:30 AM 

     Coffee & Fellowship 10:30 AM 
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Oak Knoll Online Giving  
You can go directly to Oak Knoll’s Online Giving  page  through  
www.oklutheran.org/give and click on the ‘Give’ button on the top right of 
the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor:  Peter Hartfiel 

Reader:  Suzanne Scherschligt 

Prayer Leader:  Suzanne Scherschligt 

Communion Servers:  Karen Stensrud, Denise Appleby 

Usher:  Sean Weiser, Addison Brenk 

Counters:  Tom Marshall, Sue Larson 

Coffee & Donut Sponsor:  Ron & Cheri Morris 

Communion set up/clean up:  Your name could be here! 

 

Summer Office Hours 
Our summer office hours are Monday and Friday; 9am - noon, 
Tuesday through Thursday; 9am - 3pm. 
 
The front door is locked during office hours.  If you come during 
office hours please ring the white doorbell to the right of the main 
door or hit the green call button on the panel and someone will 
buzz you in.  You will hear a click and then you can enter.   

    Oak Knoll Lutheran Church 
                          600 Hopkins Crossroad 

Minnetonka, MN  55305-1486 
(952) 546-5433 

churchoffice@oklutheran.org 
www.oklutheran.org 

PASTORAL STAFF    
Jay Rudi, Senior Pastor 
Michele Abbott, Pastor  
Chantal Branker, Vicar 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 
Bonnie Johnson, Finance Manager 
Karla Stokke, Office Administrator 
 

PROGRAM STAFF 
Matt Cerar, Music Director 
Parker Degerness, Music Minister 
Christina Black, Director of Children, Youth & Family 
Stephen Murray, Streaming Director  
 

PRESCHOOL  Kathryn Glorvick, Director 
 

HOSPITALITY COORDINATORS Ezra Black, Ivy Black,  
 Sonja Leppa, River Vickerman 
 

MINISTERS  All members & guests of Oak Knoll 

 

http://www.oklutheran.org/give

